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Commodore’s Message

 
Why did we take the boats out!  What a great winter 

we are having.  I hope everyone is making their way 

through the winter list of improvements.  The roof is 

no longer leaking so that has improved WBYC 

greatly!  In the coming months we have some great 

activities and education events to share in.  February 

has the super bowl party(which will be fun even 

without the Patriots).  We also have the cruise 

planning social which is a must for any of you 

cruisers that would like to have input.  We also have 

some new members that will be attending various 

events so if you see someone you don’t know take 

the time to introduce yourself and welcome them to 

the club.  Finally, it is dues renewal season so please 

make sure and renew your West Bay Membership.  

See you at the club! 

Joe Crocker 

Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.westbayyachtclub.org/


Vice Commodore 

 

My Son, Scott, lives in South Boston.  On a beautiful 

Sunday Afternoon we took a walk on Castle Island near 

his apartment and came upon a monument dedicated to 

Donald McKay.  I said - "Hey! - I know who this is - he 

built some famous clipper ships during the age of sail in 

the mid 1800s.  Flying Cloud was one of his more 

famous." The discovery prompted me to learn a little bit 

more about the ship builder and I thought I would share 

my research with the membership.  

 

Donald McKay (1810-1880) was a master shipbuilder, 

with his shipyard located on Border Street in East 

Boston. His company launched many of the fastest 

clippers in history, with Flying Cloud being the most 

famous. A clipper ship is a large sailing vessel with three 

or four masts and square-like sails. The bow or front of 

the boat is wide and raked forward, allowing increased 

speed on the open ocean. The clippers were utilized for 

the New York-San Francisco run during the California 

Gold Rush, as well as trans-Atlantic routes. The clipper 

ships of the 1850s are an inspiration for today's Coast 

Guard cutters, which are designed for speed in rough 

seas. 

  
 

In Boston, there are two significant memorials to Donald 

McKay. The first marker is a large obelisk that stands 

at Castle Island. When entering Boston Harbor by ocean, 

one passes by the conspicuous monument as it cannot be 

unnoticed. The other memorial is a small pavilion 

located at Piers Park in East Boston on Marginal Street. 

Thus, Donald McKay has been commemorated on both 

sides of the harbor for all ships to view. Also, McKay's 

House still stands atop Eagle Hill in East Boston on 

White Street. 

 

The following is an edited biography of McKay from 

Lamb's Biographical Dictionary of the United Stations 

(1903): 

Donald McKay, shipbuilder, was born in Shelburne, 

Nova Scotia, September 4, 1810. He learned the 

shipbuilders' trade in New York City, settled in 

Newburyport Massachusetts, as a shipbuilder, and in 

1845 removed his business to East Boston, where he 

conducted a large shipyard. He built for Enoch Train 

several clipper ships for his line of Liverpool packets 

(Diamond Line) which were celebrated for their speed. 

He also built many of the New England clipper ships for 

the California and Australian trade. He built the Great 

Republic, of 4556 tons, in 1853, at the time the largest 

merchantman in the world; the Flying Cloud, that made 

the run from New York to San Francisco in eighty-nine 

days, three days less than the Great Republic; 

the Sovereign of the Seas, 2400 tons, making 430 

geographical miles in twenty-four consecutive hours and 

3144 miles in ten consecutive days.  Flying Cloud's New 

York to San Francisco record stood until 1989 when the 

breakthrough-designed sailboat Thursday's 

Child completed the passage in 80 days, 20 hours. 

McKay constructed the model of a paddle-wheel 

steamer, exhibited in July, 1853, which he claimed 

would cross the ocean in six days. He constructed a 

number of U.S. Gunboats, including the light-draft 

monitor Nauset and the double-end gunboat Ashuelot, 

[Native American word meaning "A collection of many 

waters."] for service in the Civil War. The last boat of 

his construction was the U.S. Sloop-of-War Adams, in 

1874. He retired to Hamilton, Massachusetts, in 1874, 

and devoted himself to farming. The beauty and speed of 

the clipper ships,Westward Ho, Flying Fish, Bald 

Eagle, Empress of the Seas, Staghound, Star of 

Empire and Golden Fleece gave him a world-wide 

reputation 

Kevin Ingle 

Vice Commodore 

 

Rear Commodore 

 
 
Raising or Razing - 40 Years Under the Same Roof  

 

http://www.celebrateboston.com/castle-island.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thursday%27s_Child_%28racing_yacht%29&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thursday%27s_Child_%28racing_yacht%29&action=edit&redlink=1


I know most of you are wondering what the status is 

with the roof, especially those of you that have seen the 

wonderful shrink-wrap job that is helping to keep us 

high and dry on the inside.  

 

What that shrink wrap does is buy us a couple of years. 

And the next step, now, is to determine what we want to 

do about the club and look at its long-term strategy. 

 

This will involve the Board putting together a few 

different scenarios that we can put before the 

membership, so that we can determine the future of the 

club and a legacy for those sailors to come, to celebrate 

in the next 40 years.  

 

Whether a new roof, a different building or a virtual 

club, we'll review all the options and present the best of 

them to you shortly.  

 

In the meantime, while we try to cover some of the costs 

we've incurred up to this point with the roof, we're 

looking at opportunities for raising money throughout 

the year.  

 

Why not show your support of the club and all the great 

events, including racing and cruises, by increasing your 

membership level this year? By renewing at the Admiral 

level, which is just $100 more than the basic 

membership, you get a special WBYC burgee, an 8 X 10 

photo of your boat on the club wall, two free event 

tickets, and more!!  

 

If you also have some additional money-making ideas, 

bring them on!! We're looking for some creative and fun 

ways to help the club improve.  

 

Because of your continual support, our club is one of the 

busiest and most social in all the bay. Let's keep that title 

going forward!! 

 

See you at the clubhouse!! 

 

Membership Committee 
Hello Members, 

 

We’re ready to begin membership renewals.  But, before 

we ready our website for your online payments,  I 

wanted to point out the different membership options 

that we have offer:    

 

West Bay has 4 membership options.   

 

 New Basic members receive the following package 

($95.00) 

o Welcome letter from Commodore 

o Yearbook 

o WBYC Membership Card(s)  

o Yachting Club of America Reciprocal 

Membership Card 

 

 New Captain's Club Membership receive these 

additional items – ($145.00)  

o Welcome letter from Commodore 

o Club Key (one time) 

o New Burgee Each Year 

o One Function Certificate for two adults each 

year 

o 2 - Captain's Club License Plate Frames 

o WBYC Membership Card(s)  

o Yachting Club of America Reciprocal 

Membership Card 

 

 New Admiral Club members receive these additional 

items - $195.00) 

o Welcome letter from Commodore 

o Club Key (one-time) 

o Admiral's Club Burgee (with Admiral's star 

on burgee) 

o Boat Picture displayed on "Wall of Fame"  

o 2 - Function Certificates valid for two (i.e., 

St. Patty's day, May breakfast, etc) 

o One Free Rental of the Club 

o 2 Admiral's Club License Plate Frames 

o WBYC Membership Card(s)  

o Yachting Club of America Reciprocal 

Membership Card 

 

 Student Membership – (full time students under 25 

years old)  $25 

o WBYC Membership Card(s)  

 

Why move to a higher level membership?  In addition 

to some great benefits, it helps the club generate 

revenues that go back into supporting your events and 

special club projects.  It’s a win win!   

 

What special projects do we need to address this 

year?  Funds towards a new club house roof! We need 

your support to achieve our goals for another successful 

boating season.  Won’t you join me by upgrading to a 

Captain or Admiral membership Level? 

 

2016 Admiral Club Member, Dean Travis 

 

Cruising Committee 
 

Cruising starts this month!  Make sure February 20th 

is on your calendar.  Cruise Captain Nancy Roman 

and her committee of foxy Caribbean partiers are 

planning our 2016 kickoff cruise.  Our destination is 



Party Island.  You don’t have to go any further than 

our WBYC clubhouse, and island attire is 

encouraged.  Plan to anchor your land yacht at 7:00.  

Cost for a mooring or slip is only $5 per head.  

Nancy has asked that if you could bring an app or 

dessert to share it would be helpful to the cause. 

We will be kicking off the 2016 summer cruising 

discussion and plan ideas about 8 and there is a 

rumored wet t-shirt contest on the beach beginning 

at 9.  If you are not up north skiing, THIS is the 

place to be!  

 

The 2016 cruising survey is active and awaiting 

your participation.  You can take it from our 

website, our Facebook page or you can access it by 

following this link: 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/CWFSDXW.  Your 

opinion really matters, so please do take the survey.  

It will help guide our cruise captains as they plan 

our cruises for this year. The survey has only 10 

questions, so it will take less than 10 minutes of 

your time.  We will share the results at the cruise 

social. 

 

Cruise Captain Mark D’s draft itinerary for our 

annual 2-week cruise scheduled for July 2nd to 17th 

is now posted on our club website in the Cruising 

tab and on the ‘Events’ page of our Facebook page.  

They will be cruising around Buzzards Bay, the 

Cape and Martha’s Vineyard.  Consider joining the 

cruise this year.  It is always a good time. 

As always, I am looking for more members to join 

our cruising committee, be cruise captains or just 

volunteer to help out.  We have several cruises that 

I am aware of that need cruise captains.  The work 

is light if it is divided among many.  Give me a call 

401-451-9799 or send me an email 

rtstocker@gmail.com.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated.   

 

See you on February 20th! 

Tom Stocker 

Cruise Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Committee 

  
 

The 2016 Social Calendar is now in full swing.  In 

January, we began with two afternoon football parties 

where we all got together to root for the Patriots.  

Unfortunately, they didn’t make it to the Superbowl. But 

there’s always next year!  We had our official Superbowl 

party on Feb. 7th.  We had a great time, didn’t we?   

 

Tom Stocker and crew are planning an exciting Cruising 

Social on February 20th.  Be sure to check with either 

Tom or Nancy Roman for more details.  It should be lots 

of fun. 

 

Looking towards March  --  join us for the St. Patrick’s 

dinner on March 12, 2016.  This is always a wonderful 

time with great food and great people.  Cocktails hour is 

6 PM followed by dinner at 7 PM.    Don’t forget to 

bring Irish Soda Bread or Dessert! 

 

Not sure what’s up for April yet so keep your eyes 

peeled for some Springtime fun. and don’t’ forget our 

annual May Breakfast on May 1st. 

 

GOOD and WELFARE --  Our sincere sympathy is 

extended to John and Sharon Wood on the loss of John’s 

Dad.  We’re thinking of you.  Also, just heard from Paul 

Finstein.  He’s anticipating surgery on Feb 5h.  Hope all 

goes well for you, Paul. 

 

Sandy and I will miss this year’s St. Patty’s Day Dinner 

this year because we’ll be on our way home from a 5 

week road trip from RI to Florida and points West.  

We’re sure to have lots of pictures and stories to tell!! 

 

This year’s schedule will be very exciting and we look 

forward to seeing you at the Club!  We’re always 

looking for ideas and help.  Don’t be shy, give us a call. 

 

The Activities Committee 

Jo-Ann, Jen, Dawn, Celeste, Michele and Nancy  

 

 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CWFSDXW
mailto:rtstocker@gmail.com


West Bay Yacht Club Store 

Baseball Hat  $10.00 

Men’s and Ladies T shirts  $12.00 

Sweatshirt  $25.00 

Men’s and Ladies Polo shirt  $25.00 

              All Prices include club logo! 

2016 Board of Governors 

Commodore:  ....................................... Joe Crocker 

Vice Commodore: ................................ Kevin Ingle 

Rear Commodore: ..............................  Karen Berg 

Past Commodore: ..............................  David Lodge  

Secretary: ......................................  Raleigh Jenkins 

Treasurer: .....................................  Dale Broadbent 

Parliamentarian: ..............................  Carolyn Cure 

Member-at-Large: ...............................  Bruce Arey 

Member-at-Large: ........................  Grant Brandon 

Member-at-Large: ............................  Dawn Safton 

 

2016 Committee Chairs 

 

Activities:  ........................................ Jo-Ann Grima 

Cruising: ............................................  Tom Stocker 

Education:  ....................................................... Open 

House: .............................................................. Open 

Membership:  ...................................... Dean Travis 

Publicity:  ..................................... Andrew Brousell 

Blooper:  ....................................... Andrew Brousell 

Website: ..............................................  David Lodge 

Racing:  ................................................ David Lodge 
Norton’s Discount Marine Store 

Always a Fully Stocked Marine Store Offering 

Fantastic Discount Prices! 

Store Hours: 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Sat: 9:00am-3:00pm 

Sun: 10:00am-2:00pm 

Norton’s is always looking for ways to ensure our 

customers save money while obtaining the items they 

need & want. We at Norton’s we make it our goal to 

carry a great selection of cleaning solutions, safety & 

security items, mechanical & engine parts, electronics, 

wiring, hoses of all types & sizes, and a “boat-load” of 

other products for both sail and power boats alike.  

In addition, we are a certified Volvo-Penta, Mercury, 

MerCruiser, and Yanmar dealer and always carry the 

items you need, when you need them. Please stop by and 

visit us, pick up a catalog, and remember – Norton’s 

often meets or beats even our own listed prices!  

Need something we don't have in stock? Their 

professional & knowledgeable staff will be happy to 

order it for you. 

 

 

 

 

 
         

 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 



  



 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 

West Bay Yacht Club          2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION       
“Friendliest Little Yacht Club on the Bay” 
  
       Location: Norton’s Marina & Shipyard  

   Foot of Division Street, East Greenwich, RI                                 Return To: 

                                                                                              

                                  WBYC Membership Chair 

                                                                                                P.O. Box 1604 

     East Greenwich, RI 02818 

Date: ___________________________  

 

APPLICANT ______________________________ APPLICANT __________________________________ 

 

STREET____________________________________CITY________________ST______ZIP___________ 

 

TELEPHONE—HOME____________________WORK____________________CELL_________________ 

 

CHILDREN’S NAMES & AGES____________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

 

YACHT NAME__________________________SAIL/POWER_____CLASS/MAKE___________________ 

 

YACHT LENGTH____________________MARINA____________________________________________ 

 

SPONSORED BY: 1.______________________________ 2.____________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS: 

 

Please contact our Membership Chair to discuss the WBYC Membership options and cost.  Thanks for your interest. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

   

SAILING INTERESTS: Circle your interests 

 

Club Cruising  Series Racing  Committee Boat Other 

Race Own  Race Crew    Weekend Cruising       Cruiser Races 

 

PREFERENCES FOR CLUB PARTICIPATION: Circle your preference for participation 

 

Activities (Social)   Cruising           Publicity          Education 

Racing          Membership    Series Racing 

 

WILLING TO HELP AS FOLLOWS: Circle your preference 

 

Prepare/bring food for club functions Decorate/Cleanup for club functions Clubhouse maintenance        Other 

 

I/We understand that the West Bay Yacht Club is a self-help working club and I/we agree to help and participate in 

various club functions. 

 

Signature________________________________Signature______________________________________ 

Visit us online at www.westbayyachtclub.org or on facebook  

http://www.westbayyachtclub.org/


 

 
PO Box 1604 

East Greenwich, RI  02818 

www.westbayyachtclub.org    

                           

                             

 

  

 

                 

     

 

 

 

 

VERY important links to your Club website. 

Need to get in touch with a Club Officer or  

Committee Chair? 

http://westbayyachtclub.org/2016-wbyc-officers.html 

The latest Club Cruising, Racing and Social calendar is 

always at your fingertips electronically: 

http://www.westbayyachtclub.org/wbyc-club-calendar.html  

Contact Andrew Brousell to request 

electronic delivery of the Blooper and 

most other West Bay Yacht Club 

correspondence. abrousel@yahoo.com    

Electronic Blooper delivered 2/1/2016 

http://www.westbayyachtclub.org/
http://westbayyachtclub.org/2014-wbyc-officers.html
http://www.westbayyachtclub.org/wbyc-club-calendar.html
mailto:abrousel@yahoo.com

