
WEST BAY YACHT CLUB’S 

 
The Friendliest Little Yacht Club on the Bay! 

PO Box 1604, East Greenwich, RI  02818  401-885-4414  www.westbayyc.org 
Volume 33 Issue 3 March 2008

�����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	

������
������
������
������	 			

Greetings everyone!  It is now mid February 
and with gloomy weather visiting, it is truly 
hard to see the light at the end of the tunnel, 
isn’t it?  Before we know it though, we’ll be 
back in shorts with drinks in our hands, 
floating on the water again � .  I’m sitting 

here at my 
computer very 
late at night, 
trying to figure 
out how to place 
a palm tree in the 
midst of my text 

(Tom Stocker will know, right???)  (Right!) 

Actually, for the wintertime, this club has 
been pretty active!  Most recently, we had a 
Cruising Pot Luck get-together and our 
Temporary Cruise Chairperson, Karen 
McNally, is going for it again!  She has 
already gathered her team of Cruise 
Captains for the 2008 cruising season.  Of 
note, Nathan Shapiro is heading up the big 
two-week WBYC cruise this year and he’ll 
be in touch with everyone to let us know 
how we can join in at any part of the trip.  
We’re looking at Mystic Seaport again, 
guys, and that is spectacular!  We have a 
complete sign-up of captains, and Karen has 
scheduled a Cruising Committee meeting for 
February 28th at 6:30 to firm up destinations 

and plans.  Keep your eyes peeled for more 
information via Email, website and Blooper 
because we have a lot of planning to do! 

The Racing Committee is already in the heat 
of scheduling our regular Monday summer 
and fall series, as well as the special 
weekend races and regattas we all know.  
Grant Brandon, our new Racing Committee 
Chair, has worked very diligently to put this 
schedule together with the help of a great 
group of committee volunteers.  All of these 
events are posted on the 2008 Calendar for 
the dates, and if you want more information, 
I would encourage you to go to the website 
and/or contact Grant at 
grant_brandon@yahoo.com.   

We have had our Super Bowl Party (OK, so 
we try again next year!) and we look 
forward to the St. Patrick’s Day party set for 
Saturday, March 15th starting at 6:30.  Paul 
and Cathy Finstein host this fun event and 
serve up some 
great corned beef 
and cabbage.  
Bring beverages, 
and an appetizer, 
or dessert to 
share, and join us 
for a good time. 

Looking forward 
to seeing all of you soon!  Please don’t 
hesitate to call or email me with any ideas or 



comments. After all, that’s what WBYC is 
all about … its great members! 

George Ann Redden 
Commodore 
Garedden75@cox.net  

������������	�
��������������	�
��������������	�
��������������	�
��
	���		���		���		���	  

We are very fortunate here at West Bay 
Yacht Club.  My responsibilities as your 
Vice Commodore include our Cruising and 
Racing Committees.  How lucky are we to 
have two members accept the chairmanship 
of these vital committees?����

Karen McNally has 
graciously signed on as 
the “Temporary” 
Cruising Committee 
Chair.  As we all know, 
Karen did an amazing 
job last year, and we’re 
all looking forward to 
see what is up her 
sleeve for this summer. 

 After ten spectacular years, Paul Finstein 
has decided to resign from his position as 
Race Committee Chair.  He is going back to 
his racing roots and joining us on the race 
course.  Never Fear!  Grant Brandon has 
stepped up to bat.  One might say that Grant 
has some experience in racing, as he was 
once the Commodore of the Narragansett 
Bay Yachting Association, a fine club, but 
not the “Friendliest Little Yacht Club on the 
Bay!”  We welcome Grant with open arms! 

Both Cruising and Racing are part of our 
identity at WBYC.  Each of these programs 
require a lot of hard work, which is too 
much for one person.  I ask that you contact 
Karen or Grant and make yourself available 
to help out on these committees. I’m sure 
they will sincerely appreciate all the help 
they can get. 

Get Involved.  It’s your Club.  If you’re not 
satisfied with these programs, look no 

further than your own mirror.  You as a 
member have the choice. Sign up today!!!  

Stew Stewart 
Vice Commodore 
capnstew@gmail.com  
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The top choices of those responding to the 
Education Questionnaire were in the 
Seamanship category.  From this category, 
the most requested single subject was "The 
Compass – in depth”. 

So, since your wish shall be our command, 
that’s what it will be. The class will be at the 
club at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, February 
27. 

We will discuss Variation, Deviation, and 
how to apply TVMDC to change from a 
True Course to a Compass Course and vice 
versa.  We will discuss the interface of the 
Compass with GPS.  If time permits, we can 
talk about how to swing (install and correct) 
a compass and how to construct a deviation 
card. 

Understanding how to use the Compass is 
basic to a following class we hope to have 
about Running a DR (dead reckoning) Plot 
for operations offshore. 

Peirce Brawner 
Education Chair 
peirce@msn.com  
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HELP Wanted.  Cruise Committee Chair.  
Karen McNally has made the rest of this 
year’s Cruise Chair’s job VERY easy, as 
members have stepped up to fill EVERY 
Cruise Captain spot.  Now we need a leader.  
Call or email Greg Fornal. 

Karen McNally 
Temporary Cruising Committee Chair 
karjoesail@yahoo.com  
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Order forms can be returned to: WBYC 
Attn:  Alicia Eshleman PO Box 1604 East 
Greenwich, RI 02818. 

In order for us to keep the cost down, there 
are quantity minimums and orders will be 
held and placed accordingly; therefore, 
orders will not be available for 6 – 8 weeks 
(just in time for Spring!).   If you need 
something more immediately, please contact 

us so we can 
accommodate your 
needs.   

Orders will be available 
for pick up at the 
clubhouse at announced 
times.  Special 
arrangements may be 
made as needed.   

If anyone has any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact Alicia Eshleman 
by email at jaynalicia@gmail.com.  
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I’m sure I am not the only one that is 
praying for an early spring!  This winter 
may not have been too bad thus far, but I 
will still be happy to have it come to an end.   

The Renewal Packages have been mailed 
out and you should have received yours.  If 
you have not already done so, please return 
your Membership Profile and forward to 

WBYC as soon as possible with your 
membership dues.  As you know, it is our 
membership dues that allow us to maintain 
and improve our clubhouse and to host our 
many events.    

During the February Board Meeting, we 
voted in a few new members.  Please help us 
welcome them into our “West Bay Family.”  
Many of you may already know Drew 
Stocker from “Rose of Sharon” (Sail).  Drew 
was part of the Stocker clan but he has 
ventured out on his own with an individual 
membership!  Ron and Joanne Bell are new 
members as well and can be seen on the Bay 
on “Two Bells” (Power) that they keep at 
Norton’s Marina.   

 If you have any questions regarding your 
membership status or information, please 
feel free to contact Carol Anthony by email 
(carol.anthony@cox.net) or by phone 401-
316-5694. 

Carol Anthony 
Membership Chair 
Carol.anthony@cox.net 
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Ahoy Mates!  It’s your Race Chairman with 
updates and some good stuff.  First and 
foremost, I want to 
thank all participants 
who attended the first 
open meeting January 
11th, as it was well 
attended by both 
racers & new race 
committee volunteers.  
We covered a broad 
range of topics 
including inside & outside circles, course 
layouts, procedures and class splits.  Most 
importantly, it was agreed by all to pursue 
two additional events to be integrated into 
the summer calendar. 

The first event will be named the Greenwich 
Bay Cup Regatta [fleet racing in all classes 
(spin and non-spin) between WBYC, AHYC 

Get the latest in West Bay Apparel.  
Included with your Membership 

Renewal Package was the 2008 West 
Bay Apparel order form (You can 

also find it on our Club website).  We 
are offering Hats, Polo’s, 

Sweatshirts, Fleece Jackets, a Tote 
Bag and more…. 



& EGYC].  The second event is to reinstate 
the former F3 series from a couple of years 
ago [one race night in each of June, July & 
August] with all three Yacht Clubs 
participating (details to follow in subsequent 
issues of the Blooper). 

As a reminder of coming events, it is very 
important for all racers and race committee 
volunteers to earmark your calendars and 
attend the first Race Management Seminar 
at the Club on February 29th at 7PM. This 
session will be a “mock” Monday night race 
for the purpose of reviewing all procedures 
including, but not limited to, 
the following: pre-start 
sequences, course selections, 
shape & timing sequencing, 
start & finish recording and 
development of final results.   

Since we need “new” as well 
as “current” racers to 
participate I’m urging as 
many skippers to attend as 
possible in order to help out 
our “new” race committee 
volunteers in simulating a 
normal Monday night race.  
Please drop me an e-mail, in 
advance of the meeting, if you will be 
attending.  Additionally, I will be reviewing 
and handing out the new 2008 Race Entry 
Form to all attendees.  I’m looking forward 
to a fun evening on the 29th!   

Keep the faith, spring is around the corner,  

Grant Brandon 
Race Committee 
Grant_brandon@yahoo.com   
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On Feb 3rd, we held the Annual Superbowl 
Party.  We were all “super” excited and all 

seemed to be going well for our 
Patriots until “that play”.  Most of 

us are still grieving!  Oh well, 
there’s always next year.  
Congratulation to the 

winners of the“Pool” and/or the raffle!  You 
were luckier than the Patriots were that day!  
Many, many thanks to Stew for setting up 
the Club, both inside and out (i.e. dragging 
out the grills) and to Mark for meticulously 
turning lots of chicken wings.  Also, thanks 
to Paul for setting up the grid for the pool, 
and thank you Dave P. for again providing 
your projection player.  We all tried to find 
you on TV but unfortunately, you were just 
one of the many fans who didn’t get 
airtime!! 

Looking forward…on Saturday, March 15th 
, it is again time for a night 
of celebration during the 
Annual St Patrick’s Day 
bash.  Head Chefs Cathy and 
Paul Finstein will be 
manning the stove.  The cost 
of dinner will be $5.00 per 
person.  Please bring either 
Irish Soda Bread or a dessert 
to share and remember to 
BYOB.  Mark you calendar 
and join us for cocktails at 6 
PM followed by dinner at 7 
PM.  We’re always looking 
for volunteers to help out, so 

give one of us a call. 

 Don’t forget to join us on Sunday, April 
13th for a relaxing afternoon with old 
friends and new for the Wine and Cheese 
Party and Open House.  More details to 
follow. 

See you all on March 15th. 

Jo-Ann, Phyllis, Michele 
Activities Committee Co-Chairs 

"Fund Raising Committee" 
Meeting – March 20th  

By the time this issue of the Blooper is out, 
our first meeting of those interested in 
learning more about our newly developing 
"Fund Raising Committee" will have taken 
place.  However, we very much welcome 
anyone to attend our second meeting, which 
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will be held at the club on Thursday, March 
20th at 6:30 (Free Beer & Pizza!). 

As I promised at the last WBYC Board 
Meeting, we are forming a Fund Raising 
Committee for our club in order to create an 
organized method of raising funds primarily 
for two main reasons: 

1.  To reduce any need to increase our clubs 
dues. 

2.  To create funding for special projects as 
directed by the membership and the board. 

I have been researching other yacht clubs 
and organizations on different fund raising 
events and strategies and have 
discovered several very creative, interesting 
and fun events!  A few years ago, we had a 
very successful auction, which raised several 
thousand dollars.  I invite you to join us for 
our second brainstorming 
session & dinner to discuss 
them as well as any ideas that 
you may have! 

This is a GREAT opportunity 
for us to raise fund 
throughout the year in an 
organized fashion and have 
fun all at the same time.  
Bring another WBYC 
member, guest, neighbor or anyone who 
might be interested in having some fun with 
this committee!  

Don't hesitate to drop me an email or give 
me a call should you have any questions or 
cannot make it on the 20th but may still be 
interested! 

Thanks to everyone who invests a little time 
and for for pitching in helping make our 
club so successful! 

Capt. Dave Pickering 
Past Commodore 
Cell: (401) 742-5039 
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On Saturday, January 26, over forty WBYC 
members and guests toured the 
manufacturing and service facilities of 
Goetz Custom Boats and Outerlimits 
Offshore Powerboats, located in Bristol.   

Although we couldn’t see Puma at Goetz, 
we did get to see a TP-52 get prepped for 
baking.  We were able to view a damaged 
TP-52 with the first 20 feet of the bow 
below the waterline missing.  Unbelievable 
the damage a submerged container can do! 

At Outerlimits, we saw the process of 
making a high performance boat from 
beginning to end.  We were also able to see 
eight or nine of these beasts in their service 

facility.  Talk about the 
WOW factor!  I thought we 
were in a NASCAR garage 
for boats! 

Many thanks to our tour 
guides, Sara Watson (Goetz) 
and Aaron Crawford 
(Outerlimits) for taking the 
time to show us their 
facilities.  Also thanks to 

Phyllis Geisser and Greg Fornal for pulling 
the whole thing together. 

Tom Stocker 
Publicity Chair 
rtstocker@cox.net  

Caribbean Cruise Pot Luck 
Dinner – March 29th 

Information Meeting & Formation of 
the Cruise to the Caribbean Committee! 

At the request of several members, we are 
developing a committee for a 2009 WBYC 
Cruise the Caribbean!  Five couples have 
already raised their hands in serious pursuit 
of this amazingly exciting "Flotilla"! 

One of the possible destinations under 
discussion is the British Virgin Islands, 
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nshapiro2@cox.net�



perhaps one of the easiest and most beautiful 
cruising destinations in the Caribbean. 

Following the Pot Luck Dinner, an 
informative and inspiring 15 minute video of 
the British Virgin Islands, produced by The 
Moorings (a world-renowned charter 
company) specifically filmed to answer all 
of your bare boat yacht chartering 
questions.  It also highlights several of the 
islands throughout the British Virgin Islands 
and the amazing array of exciting places to 
go and things to do! 

Following the video, we will discuss the 
types of boats, mono hulls, cats, and yes, 
they have an amazing array of power cats 
that are luxurious and exceptionally fuel-
efficient!  We will discuss provisioning 
options for food and beverages, restaurants, 
options for every water sport you can 
imagine including some spectacular 
snorkeling and scuba diving.  There is 
everything from exciting and fun-filled 
anchorages to uninhabited islands 
with deserted coves and beaches... it’s up to 
you! 

How much you ask?  Much more affordable 
than you can imagine!  Depending on the 
boat you choose and the number of people 
you wish to have on your boat, you can 
cruise for less than $200 per day per couple! 

We are specifically planning a two week 
cruise that will make it possible for anyone 
to go! 

You can choose from a 3 day, 5 day, 7 day, 
10 day, or 14 day cruise AND fit your 
cruise into any part of the 14 days of 
cruising!  It's up to you!  Airfare is available 
at a great discount through the 
Moorings...they make it so easy! 

In conjunction with the Moorings, we have 
put together a Bare Boat Charter to the 
BVI package for all who attend. 

Interested?  Click on the following link to 
down load the 2008 Moorings Mainsheet 
Newspaper, it is filled with chartering info, 
articles and updates on their newest yachts! 

http://www.moorings.com/documents/MAINSHEET_12.07.pdf  

We are also looking at two other charter 
companies, SunSail and Caribbean Yacht 
Charters.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to email me or give me a call! 

See you at the Club for the Pot Luck Dinner 
at 6:30 on Saturday, March 29th! 

Capt Dave Pickering 
Past Commodore 
Cell: (401) 742-5039 

KEEP A SHARP 
LOOKOUT 

Wednesday, February 27 .... The Compass; in-Depth Class 
Friday, February 29 ................... Race Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, March 5  ....... Chart Reading and Usage Class 
Thursday, March 6  ..................................... Board Meeting 
Friday, March 14 .............................................. Card Night 
Saturday, March 15  ..................... St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Thursday, March 20  ....... Fundraising Committee Meeting 
Friday, March 28  .................... Cruise Committee Meeting 
Friday, March 28  ...................... Race Committee Meeting 
Saturday, March 29  .. Caribbean Cruise Planning Pot Luck 
Thursday, April 3 ........................................ Board Meeting 
Friday, April 11 ................................................ Card Night 
Sunday, April 13 ...... Wine & Cheese Tasting/Open House 
Friday, April 25 ......................... Race Committee Meeting 
Thursday, May 1 ......................................... Board Meeting 
Saturday, May 3 ........................ Annual Club Cleanup Day 
Sunday, May 4 ............................................ May Breakfast 
Friday, May 9 ................................................... Card Night 
Friday, May 16 ......................... Racing Skippers’ Meeting 
Sunday, May 18 ....................................... Tune-up Regatta 
Sat-Mon, May 24-26 ........ Memorial Day Weekend Cruise 
Monday, June 2 ................ Summer Racing Series Race #1 
Thursday, June 5 ......................................... Board Meeting 
Saturday, June 7 ..... Rainone Memorial Solo/Twin Regatta 
Friday, June 13 ................................................. Card Night 
Sat-Sunday, June 14-15 ............ Father’s Day Kids’ Cruise 
Friday, June 20 ....................................... Goddard Raft-Up 
Saturday, June 21 ..... 18th Annual Fantastic Plastic Regatta 
Saturday, June 21 ............................ New Members’ Social 
Fri-Saturday, July 4-6 .................. July 4th Weekend Cruise 
Monday, July 7 ................................... Crew Rotation Race 
Friday, July 11 .................................................. Card Night 
Saturday, July 12 .......................... Newport Storm Regatta 
Friday, July 18 ........................................ Goddard Raft-Up 
Saturday, July 26 .......................... Lady Skippers’ Regatta 
Sat-Sunday, July 26-August 10 ................. Summer Cruise 
Saturday, August 2(TBC) ........... McKinley’s Cup Regatta 
Thursday, August 7..................................... Board Meeting 
Friday, August 8 ............................................... Card Night 
Sat-Monday, August 9-11 .... Victory Day Weekend Cruise 
Friday, August 15 ................................... Goddard Raft-Up 



Saturday, August 16 ... Frank H. Norton Memorial Regatta 
Monday, August 25 .................... Summer Series Race #12 
Sat-Monday, Aug 30-Sept 1 ...Labor Day Weekend Cruise 
Thursday, September 4 ............................... Board Meeting 
Monday, September 8 .............. Fall Racing Series Race #1 
Friday, September 12 ........................................ Card Night 
Friday, September 19 .............................. Goddard Raft-Up 
Thursday, October 2 ................................... Board Meeting 
Friday, October 10 ............................................ Card Night 
Sat-Monday, Oct 11-13 ... Columbus Day Weekend Cruise 
Friday, October 17 ............... Annual Membership Meeting 
Saturday, October 18 ..................... Pumpkin Patch Regatta 
Saturday, October 25 ............................ Oktoberfest Social 
Thursday, November 6 ............................... Board Meeting 
Friday, November 14 ........................................ Card Night 
Saturday, November 22 ............... Annual Awards Banquet 
Saturday, December 6 ................................... Holiday Party 
Friday, December 12 ........................................ Card Night 

2008 Board of Governors 
Commodore ....................................... George Ann Redden 
Vice Commodore ........................................... Stew Stewart 
Rear Commodore ............................................. Greg Fornal 
Past Commodore........................................ Dave Pickering 
Secretary ..................................................... Phyllis Geisser 
Treasurer ...................................................... Jo-Ann Grima 
Parliamentarian .................................. Nelson Brinckerhoff 
Members at Large ................................... Marcie Feldmann 
 ................................................................... Karen McNally 
 ................................................................... Nathan Shapiro 

2008 Committee Chairs 
Activities.....Phyllis Geisser, Jo-Ann Grima, Michele Lilly 
Cruising ...................................................................... TBA 
Education ...............................................H. Peirce Brawner 
House ................................................................ Mark Kane 
Membership ................................................ Carol Anthony 
Publicity ......................................................... Tom Stocker 
Blooper ........................ (Interim) Tom Stocker, Julie Caito 
Racing ......................................................... Grant Brandon 
Website .......................................................... Peter Lussier 
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Note:  Submit new and renewal ads to 
rtstocker@cox.net.  Ads will run for three 
months.  (Expiration date on end of each 
ad). 
 

“Second Wind”  1987 Cal-Pearson 33, 11.5 
ft beam, 6’3” keel, 52.5” Mast, Yanmar 
Diesel 27.3 hp (overhauled in 2001)  
Located at Norton’s Marina, East 

Greenwich, RI.  Contact George Ann 
Redden 401-747-9825 4/08. 
 

Two (2) Mooring rentals available in East 
Greenwich Cove for the 2008 season. Each 
mooring is a 500lb. Mushroom, with 
double 3/4" Pennant Lines, 3/4" Bottom 
Chain and 1/2" Top Chain & pick-up stick. 
Available April 10 thru Nov. 31th. $900.00 
each.  
Contact: Ray Wells at 401-837-6986 or e-
mail: scubaray77@yahoo.com. 5/08. 
 

1980 CATALINA 27'   Universal diesel 
engine, Simrad autotiller, Datamarine depth 
finder, speedometer and compass.  VHF 
radio, AM/FM/CD radio with interior and 
exterior speakers, barrier coated bottom.  
Beam is 8'10", draft is 4'.  Sails checked and 
maintained yearly.  Engine also maintained 
on a regular basis.  Great shape throughout!  
Dinette model that can sleep up to 6 people.  
More info and video at 
www.byscan.com/00801 or call Joe Landi 
401-421-6461 or 401-743-9251 4/08. 
 

1987 O’DAY 272, 27’, draft: 3', Porta Potti, 
10 hp, Westerbeke Diesel, (425 hrs.), Knot, 
Log, Depth, Loran, VHF, 2 new Batteries in 
2007.  2 Mainsails, new sail cover, 2 genoas, 
Sleeps 6, icebox, 2 burner stove, sink, 
bulkhead mounted folding table, pedestal 
steering teak wheel, self tailing winches, 
covers, shaffer roller furling.    Much more/  
VERY well equipped.  Sell for $13,500.00.  
Contact PAUL DERRIG    401-732-0815 
Will e-mail pictures, complete description 
and inventory.  5/08. 

 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY 
INFORMATION 

The following information has been 
provided for your review.  Please inspect 
your vessel or have an inspection conducted 
by a qualified marine technician if you feel 
the following information my affect you. 

VIKING, POST & SABRE YACHTS (1997 
- 2004) Problem: 953 Series Gelcoat 
exhibits severe cracking unrelated to stress, 



radius or thickness.  Cracking tends to 
appear after exposure to cold weather and/or 
after winter storage.  The cracking is 
described as unusual in that it is pervasive 
and there do not appear to be any origination 
or end to the cracks.  Problems generally 
show up after 2-3 years in a cold climate. 
Recommendation: CCP (Cook Composites 
& Polymers) is involved in federal court 
proceedings regarding defective gelcoat 
material.  Contact a qualified marine 
technician for evaluation/documentation. 

WESTERBEKE GASOLINE 
GENERATORS  – ALL!! Service Bulletin 
#251 Problem: Westerbeke states: Fuel 
element part #047006 has adhesive used in 
its manufacture that breaks down in the 
presence of E-10 (ethanol) gasoline.  This 
may result in fuel system restrictions and 
cause engine to quit.  Recommendation: 
Contact a qualified marine technician for 
evaluation/documentation.  Repair as 
needed. 

Captain Paul W. Shaw II 
noreastgypsy@hotmail.com 

 
 
         

 
 

Paul & Jack        I’m Soooo Cool! (Your Editor) 
 

 

 
PO Box 1604 
East Greenwich, RI  02818 
http://www.westbayyc.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Save your Club money…Contact Carol 
Anthony to request electronic delivery 
of the Blooper and most other West 
Bay Yacht Club correspondence. 
 carol.anthony@cox.net  

VERY helpful links to your Club website. 
 

Need to get in touch with a Club Officer 
or Director?   

http://www.westbayyc.org/officers.htm  
 

The latest 2008 Club, Cruising and 
Racing Calendars are always at your 

fingertips electronically: 
http://www.westbayyc.org/calendar.htm  


